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Education and Physical Science 


Dow 
Director, Physical Research Laboratory, Boston University 


One the truly phenomenal aspects our society the enor- 
mous extent educational activity all levels. Another the 
tremendous application technological results all aspects 
everyday life and communication. These two things education 
and technology are essentially and fundamentally different, and 
yet there are strong interactions between them which are beginning 
obscure some real and serious problems which face us. 

These problems have with the deterioration secondary 
education, particularly the field science. This deterioration 
leading cultural blind spot the whole area what commonly 
referred exact science. has also contributed materially the 
current scientific manpower shortage. Pressure being exerted, and 
should exerted, for action increase our output trained scien- 
tists. essential, however, that attempts solve the scientific 
manpower problem sufficiently broad conception and that they 
overlook neither the need for science education the cultural sense 
for the non-professional, nor the even greater needs the educational 
system whole. 

The White House Conference Education has been un- 
qualified success measured the impact which has been made 
editorial staffs and the general public. has been less successful, 
understandably, coming with any answers. School facilities are 
one problem, but school can built six months with relatively 
little drain manpower. The teacher problem completely differ- 
ent. Nothing can compensate for inadequacy the personal qualifica- 
tions our teachers. Yet are now short 140,000 qualified teachers. 
has been estimated that, meet this shortage and the additional 
demands the next ten years, would have induce more than 
half the college graduates that ten years enter the teaching 
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profession. If, addition, one asks what meant 
teacher” and realizes that, particularly the high school area, 
certification requirements most cases can leave our 
high school teachers woefully short subject matter training, 
conclude that face educational problem unprecedented and 
incredible seriousness. 

The heart the problem typified for this writer statement 
made him group senior high school teachers the local 
area. member the group, highly qualified and dedicated man, 
said that his own sacrifices over the years, and particularly the 
sacrifices his family, had been great that could not fairness 
recommend his students that they consider teaching profession. 
commonplace hear serious and able students state that they 
like teach, but feel that the sacrifice too Such 
people can attracted teaching make the rewards even 
comparable those from semi-skilled labor. Labor has solved its 
problems its own peculiar technique (real wages before taxes 
48% from 1940 1954). The medical profession has solved its prob- 
lem more sophisticated but essentially similar technique (real 
wages before taxes 80% from 1940 1954). Teachers, who were 
low the absolute scale 1940, have dropped percent the 
same interval, and faculty members have dropped 5%. The gains are 
good and are result balance between supply and demand. The 
law supply and demand good law, but demand not auto- 
matically equated with needs. The educationalists’ problem 
convert the clearly present need for teachers into effective demand. 
this done, and must done now, supply will forthcoming 
somewhat accelerated basis needed, for example, diverting 
Liberal Arts graduates into educational “‘finishing 

How about science and technology? America the land 
science, the country where mechanical ingenuity considered 
natural ingredient the “‘all-round boy.” Aviation, nuclear science, 
and space travel occupy the thoughts rather large segment our 
youth. One might think that science subjects would highly popular 
secondary schools and that students would need forced into 
the “‘less area the humanities, yet the opposite the case. 
The science courses, particularly mathematics and physics, are 
avoided, the spectator science popular literature replacing 
the intellectual effort that entailed participation even the 
elementary level. 

Science and the methods science have had tremendous 
impact the cultural world. man uneducated without 
understanding what exact science does, and particularly how goes 
about doing it. one thing describe, without explanation, 
group students the spatial arrangements the planets and sun 
the solar system. might well fairy story, and the thoughtful 
student may simply disbelieve the whole thing carry away picture 
the astronomers who solved the problem supermen beyond the 
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realm ordinary mortals. Neither would true. But explanation 
the phenomena which gives even elementary idea the pro- 
cedures and techniques which results are obtained and which 
emphasizes the way which they can quantitatively tested pre- 
sents the real flavor science. Such study becomes cultural the 
truest sense the word. Flying saucer fantasies would find little 
acceptance among thinking people with even the most elementary 
understanding the common sense character science. 

study exact science significant part general educa- 
tion. This significance has increased as, over the last fifty years, the 
results science have been injected more and more into everyday 
life. What has happened high school study? 95% all 
high school graduates had studied physics. 1952, only about 21% 
all high school graduates had studied physics. 1948, 52% the 
schools with grades where physics usually taught offered 
all. The total number students enrolled physics courses was 
about 2.2 million both 1924 and 1954. The total high school 
enrollment went from 2.5 5.5 million the same period. These 
figures not take into account (except possibly reflection) the 
fact that, more and more cases recent years, science being 
taught people with quite inadequate training. The nation has 
25,000 high schools which must make replacements normal losses 
each year, quite apart from building staff, handle increased 
enrollments. Last spring, only 249 students who had prepared 
teach physics graduated from all colleges and universities the 
United States, and was estimated that about half these took jobs 
outside the teaching profession. 

This situation the more surprising when one considers the 
opportunities available for careers science and engineering today. 
physics, for example, the graduate student who pays his own way 
rarity. Any graduate student who enrolls university with 
the expectation completing advanced degree program can 
also expect free tuition plus stipend (usually assistantship includ- 
ing part-time research teaching) which covers all his living ex- 
penses. Graduate schools compete for students, and, except the 
case relatively small number schools, usually have more 
openings available than they can fill with qualified students. Scholar- 
ship opportunities the undergraduate level are currently more 
competitive than this. graduation, however, typical engineer 
science major with good standing selects his job only after several 
expense-paid trips company expense. And there foreseeable 
slackening this demand. 

Why should science teaching singled out for special attention? 
Partly stress particular problem the matter general educa- 
tional training, but primarily clarify the statement the opening 
paragraph. Tremendous concern being expressed leaders 
our National Defense Program over the production scientifically 
trained personnel and science education situation which basically 
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inadequate and compounded upon overall high school educational 
situation which nothing short desperate. 

The distinction here important. One can anticipate, and indeed 
hope, that concern from National Security point view will build 
high rate. The Soviet turning out high calibre engineers 
and scientists rate which already exceeds our own and which 
appears increasing. are serious danger being recorded 
history originators the idea high standard living built 
science and technology and who lost all default. This 
concern will directed getting students into university programs. 
Any steps taken the high school level, however, will effective 
the long run only they strengthen the entire educational structure 
and not simply the area the sciences. 


Religion and Art 


David Aronson was born Shilova, Lithuania, October 28, 
1923. After coming the United States 1929, residing principally 
Boston, Massachusetts, studied formal religion for eight years. 
attended classes the Boston Museum Fine Arts School while 
still high school. 1941 entered the Museum School under 
five-year scholarship and studied under Karl Zerbe. After teaching 
the School until 1955 was appointed the Boston University 
Faculty. Mr. Aronson the recipient several awards, and his work 
being displayed many exhibitions and collections. Several articles 
Mr. Aronson have appeared numerous publications. 

early age David Aronson was enthusiastically acclaimed 
outstanding member growing group painters whose work 
reflects pre-occupation with religion. these artists religion not 
escape from the grim realities our present time. The familiar 
biblical themes supply opportunity for the expression their 
awareness those realities. 

our complex society the modern painter compelled 
analyze. cannot remain static the point exultation edifica- 
tion alone when painting the religious subject. For Aronson choosing 
the religious subject was inevitable result his early formal 
religious training combined with his overwhelming desire paint. 
His violent protesting against the impure elements which threaten 
the very foundation religion apparent his painting. His 
unorthodox variations reflect the eccelesiastical detours. The protest- 
ing twists his work are accompanied effort express the 
sensitivity, sereneness, and wholesome qualities religion. The 
artist expresses his attitudes toward religion and art article 
contained Fourteen Americans, edited Dorothy Miller, published 
The Museum Modern Art: 
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CORONATION THE VIRGIN 
(1945) 
Purchase Prize, 1946. 
Collection: 
Virginia Museum Fine Arts. 


JOSEPH AND ISHMAELITES 
(1954) 
Grand Prize, Boston Arts Festival, 1954. 
Prize, Tupperware Art Fund Competition, 1954. 
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YOUNG JOSEPH 
(1954) 
Collection: Mr. Alan Serotto. 


YOUNG CHRIST DISPUTING WITH THE DOCTORS 


(1945) 


Collection: Bryn Mawr College. 


THE CROWNING WITH THORNS 
(1947) and oil board 


Collection: Professor Perzoff, Lincoln, Massachusetts 


YOUNG CHRIST 


Encaustic 


1945 
Collection: Mr. and Scheuer 


RESURRECTION 


Oil 


Collection: Earle Ludgin 


1944 
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Religion and art are two means seeking ultimate 
truth. Religion has affinity for great cross-section human- 
ity. Art sympathetic fewer numbers. 

sincere art comes judgment unequivocal face 
value, endowed with effective power stir quest for the 
true. How fitting, therefore, give expression through the 
medium art, for freedom from imposed thinking reli- 
gion. Once this freedom attained, would say, religion 
gives peace mind without premeditated dogma. 

The initial Scriptures are full truths. They also 
abound unconditioned generalities that are open for 
specification and interpretation. just here that teachings 
have often been twisted, like the faces some pictures. 
intentionally employing the gentle and the grotesque 
the same picture, present this play truth against dupli- 
city. 

paintings are not anecdotal representations. 
merely call upon ageless basic lore picture present-day 
problems. Craftsmanship italicizes the message. The manner 
can intensify the matter. Choice subject, whether the road 
Calvary, the drama Sinai, the story Buddha, not 
demonstrative singular favor any particular revelation. 
Are they not all akin, rivers coursing common sea? 

There the man who preaches tolerance and under- 
standing his own terms. religious bigot. 

There the man who preaches tolerance and under- 
standing others means masking ulterior motives. 
religious despot. 

There the man who, above all, preaches tolerance and 

The Byzantine art more than fifteen centuries ago the source 
for Aronson’s larger pictorial architecture. The characteristic Byzan- 
tine portrayal sensitive faces and expressive gestures skillfully 
blended with modern thought and technical idiom. Byzantine art 
structural idioms such the unbroken row figures, the enclosing 
border which frames the composition, and the thick paint surface 
are present his work. The presence Byzantine mannerisms which 
express the pure faith ascetic people rather than the more 
worldly later High Renaissance technique, may psychologically 
indicative. 

his many works art, Aronson utilizes several mediums. 
particular interest his usage encaustic. Encaustic painting 
wherein the fixing sealing the quality the painting accom- 
plished using the heat from the action fire, both during the 
process the painting and after completion final preservative. 


permission The Museum Modern Art. 


J 
— 


Aronson employs and diathermic heating lamp when using 
the encaustic medium. 

wax medium used for the underpainting which smoothed 
out, particularly uneven areas caused the brush strokes, 
maneuvering the heating lamp over the surface. After period 
drying and cooling cloth used burnish and polish the surface. 
result the underpainting more resistant the heat the glazes 
which are later applied. This fast-drying method eliminates long 
waiting periods for drying the underpainting. enables rapid 
application successive layers pigments. scraping the top pig- 
ment layers with sharp flexible blade possible produce varied 
color and textural effects. The problem developing consistent 
surface that exists the oil medium eliminated encaustic. 

The glaze medium mixture which Aronson uses consists part 
damar varnish, part sun-thickened linseed oil, and parts un- 
bleached beeswax. this adds tube oil colors obtain the tinting 
strength desired the glaze. Application the glaze made with 
double-edged razor blade similar flexible tool which has been 
warmed the stove. The hot, transparent medium picked 
the liquid state and transferred the painting. Manipulation the 
medium the desired modulation permits the underpainting 
shine through the glaze with striking luminosity that cannet 
acquired direct painting. After almost immediate drying the 
glazes may polished with dry lintless cloth produce the final 
consistent surface. The artist’s skill the usage this medium 
notable the Christ Disputing with the Doctors.” 

From April 28, 1956, Aronson presenting one-man show 
the Niveau Gallery, Madison Avenue, New York. The central 
theme this show Story Joseph.” The works which will 
exhibited, painted during the period 1954 1956, are primarily 
the encaustic medium. 


Boston University Professional Journals 


This the first series articles designed inform our readers the professional journals which 
are published and/or edited the Boston University and its staff members. 


The Boston Medical Quarterly 

The Boston Medical Quarterly professional journal published 
March, June, September and October under the auspices the Massa- 
chusetts Memorial Hospitals, the Boston University School Medicine, 
and the Boston University Medical Alumni Association. 

Its circulation 3700 includes the alumni, students, the staff, BMQ 
sponsors, many medical libraries, and number interested individuals 
and organizations. The distribution about fifty percent the New England 
and Middle Atlantic states, forty-eight percent other states and territories, 
and two percent international. 
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Russian Close-Up 


ALBERT 


The following article personal report the general living conditions the Russian 
people observed Social Psychologist while visiting Russia for the purpose inspecting 
Russian mental hospitals. This report not meant psychological analysis. Its purpose 
describe pictures and picture-phrases Russian everyday life witnessed the author. 


Just few months ago was Moscow entering the Metro [the 
subway system] and paying fifty kopeks the cashier for ride 
Gorki Park, which the end the line. walked the head the 
escalator, gave the ticket the pretty girl black metal-buttoned 
uniform, and started down the moving steps which led the subway 
stop, 300 feet below the level the street. Coming the stairs facing 
and only arm’s length away were many Russians. They were 
not the political abstraction; these were live people with 
the same quiet dignity and vacant stare subway passengers the 
world over. their immediate presence felt compelling obligation 
observe them with fairness and base opinions not guesses 
made distance but rather from what could actually see and 
hear on-the-spot. 

With camera tried capture the flavor their every-day 
life, the poverty and cleanliness the slums, and the natural charm 
personal appearance that results from casual care. might brushing 
elbows with shabbily dressed Russians Moscow’s wide-open 
streets wandering into apartment houses and narrow backways, 
dusty from new building projects. While walking through one these 
side streets photographed little scene back yard first 
against the protest the mother two children, not playing 
hop-scotch but drawing the asphalt houseplan complete with 
stairways, flowerpots, and window sills. 

Zagorsk, religious center the Russian Orthodox Church 
located about miles north Moscow, photographed some the 
six churches, home the patriarch, and students seminary. 
camera also caught glimpses the old, shawl-covered women 
these churches, carrying home one hand metal container for 
milk and the other bottle holy water. Moscow front 
another Russian Orthodox Church watched young mother 
probably the only one under years old attendance holding 
her child high above her head she nudged her way through the 
overcrowded doorway. When she finally reached the street, could 
seen that she had only one leg. Also memorable was the chanting 
those old women. less vivid was the sight policeman pas- 
sively accepting the action irate woman who, slavic tradition, 
spat directly his face. Most enjoyable was the sight children 
their first day school walking along the streets carrying bouquets 
flowers. 

Although its people are most revealing, pictures, signs, and 


notices can also often tell much about country. the buildings 
there were pictures political leaders, outside there were modest 
posters for the theater circus, elsewhere there were bulletin boards 
which Pravda was posted. Other billboards described job oppor- 
tunities contained personal notices such anyone found 
dear little dog?”. The many billboards the highway from Moscow 
Yasnaya Pahlyana [home Tolstoi] were much smaller than ours. 
Usually about feet they were constructed right-angle positions 
allowing the use both sides. They advertised defense bonds and the 
Air Force; praised women harvesting the crop and working textile 
factory; glorified Russian motherhood and children, the unity 
industry, science, and education; and publicized organization for 
the health sailors. There were several depicting student leaning 
over the desk another, the caption reading, Older Should 
Help the Younger.” Another billboard showed mother and child 
asking several for peace. The only commercial 
advertisement was for jam. While passing through the town Tula, 
famous for samovars and destroyed during the war, noticed signs 
for the operas and ballets, including Rigoletto, Carmen, Madam Butterfly, 
Aida, and Swan Lake, that were scheduled for performance. 

Regardless the risks that might involved, have found that 
people usually speak frankly private conversation. conversa- 
tions with Russians were different this respect. the end 
one day conversed alone with young psychiatrist kiosk [news- 
stand] and got his opinions the mental hospitals visited. The eve- 
ning that same day was spent with student the institute 
foreign languages examining his phonograph record collection and 
listening his cousin sing American popular songs. watched his 
mother pour glass tea for while elderly, dishevelled govern- 
ment insurance salesman handed her receipt for her monthly 
payment rubles 10,000 ruble life insurance policy. 

The manner which met the members this family typical 
how got acquainted with people. simply walked into apart- 
ment building, climbed three flights, then waited for someone 
come out his apartment. The first one saw was youngster wearing 
beret, and surprise spoke not French but English. soon 
told him was American and had not seen Russian family 
home, invited come in. had greater difficulty meeting 
and conversing with First Deputy Premiers Malenkov, Pervukhin, 
Kaganovitch, and Mikoyan. Stalin Region Hospital No. 
Moscow dropped one morning unaccompanied interpreter, 
photographed what saw, and finally introduced myself the direc- 
tor the hospital and continued tour interviewing patients with 
the help psychiatrist who spoke French. 

visit Moscow City Court was more formal. went with 
Professor Harold Berman Harvard University, authority 
Soviet Law. were accompanied interpreter. One the 
(Continued 
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These people are singing the tune the accordion player they walk the park 
outside Moscow. 


One can see the familiar sight people reading books such Maupassant, Gorki, 
even Mark Twain. Others carried with quiet dignity the same vacant stare subway 
passengers the world over. 


This poster Moscow street advertises 


the theater, park, the circus, and the opera 


flags above the mother and child are 
written the words for peace 
Chinese, French, English, and Italian. The 
poster titled the Peace and Happiness 
Our 
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Zagorsk Religious Center. 
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Passers-by objected the photographing This boy smiling over the game was 
this little girl because she had shoes playing his playmate putting the hex 
him. 
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the back yard the children were jumping rope. These children are lucky living 
one the new apartment buildings. 


typical scene suburban Moscow. late afternoon and people are returning from 
we ork. 


the Stalin Auto Works (recently named the Moscow Auto Works) this girl putting 
together bicycle wheels. Bicycles will retail 600 rubles. 


Photographs Albert Maysles 


cases saw concerned three plaintiffs who had been working 
subway and getting 750 rubles month wages. They had been 
transferred another job paying only half that amount. Each woman 
went before the three judges explain her case did the lawyer 
representing the government business enterprise [the subway]. The 
women were reinstated their jobs and were awarded their back pay. 
While the judges were out making their decision, one woman turned 
her companion who had given lengthy and somewhat emotional 
testimony and said, you want talk much for?” Her 
friend was quite disturbed and replied, you mean talk 
much? can say what want. This free country. This the 
Soviet Union and not the United States America.” 

Professor Berman and left the court building noticed 
plaque above the staircase which were written excerpts from the 
constitution the Soviet Union. Missing from the plaque was the 
freedom speech clause the constitution. Russian lawyer 
explained that freedom speech, while protected the constitution 
not yet part the law. 

can not say how much freedom the Russians have feel 
deprived of. For own part, however, recent tourist was 
allowed see what wanted see (except for military installations), 
and what saw could photograph without any kind censorship. 
most occasions travelled alone; not once was aware being 
followed. 

Thousands Americans will visit the Soviet Union this summer. 
Those who meet the Russians close-up will find did that average 
Russians are easy talk and desire our friendship. For many, 
however, may impossible separate ideology from people 
politics from everyday life before becoming friendly. 


Boston University Professional Journals 
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The purpose BMQ inform the readers about the progress 
medicine and the activities the Boston University-Massachusetts Memorial 
Hospitals Medical Center. 

accept reports clinical investigations, case reports, and reports 
scientific investigations which are important the practice medicine. 
publish articles describing the teaching and research activities various 
pre-clinical and clinical departments and associated hospital teaching 
facilities. Occasionally articles general historical interest are used 
they become available, for example, the class day address, the welcome 
the medical alumni president incoming students, and recollections elder 
statesmen. Important news and announcements the alumni association 
well significant news about members the faculty alumni groups 
are carried, and regular feature the list publications the staff accom- 
panied abstracts selected publications. 
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Boston University Book Reviewed 


Foundations Education. William Stanley, Othanel Smith, 
Kenneth Benne,* and Archibald Anderson. New York: The Dryden 
Press, 638 pp., 1956, 


The school has had long history 
cultural laggard, and the ideas 
educators have shown much the 
same cultural backwardness. Neither 
the educational institution nor the 
educational profession have been 
noted for their alertness the times, 
particularly the times were chang- 
ing. While there are those who argue 
that educators have been too much 
identified with changing circum- 
stances, the profession whole has 
rather consistently mistaken the long- 
gone for 
reality. The school has often given 
unrealistic education, one which 
filled the heads the young with 
fanciful images the world, 
least, the social cultural world. 
true that today there 
increasing concern for education 
that will be, Aristotle said that 
must be, accord with the constitu- 
tion society. Whether 
currently terms for 
Real “Education for Life 
phrase, the impulse generally the 
same. While some who 
terms naively construe them mean 
fitting individuals way 
things they err,” cum- 
mings’ phrase, others recognize the 
necessity not simply find niche 
what but conceive adjustment 
active transformation the 
existent rather than 
accommodation it. This creates 
the need not only know what 
and what becoming but 


*Director, 
Boston University. 

Assistant Professor Education, School 
Education, Boston University. 


Center, 


critical judges and actors upon the 
choices that lie before us. 
Representing the latter point 
view, the Foundations Educa- 
tion, combined text-and-readings, 
uses the social disciplines, scientific 
and philosophic, depict the facts 
cultural reality and present 
possible oughts and grounds 
choice among them the develop- 
ment educational policy and 
program. Although the facts are 
plentifully displayed, the book not 
confined them but directed 
the determination policy. The 
facts thus lose their bare existential 
quality and gain meaning within the 
process practical judgment. The 
authors-editors have 
lected inclusive range problems 
and proposed solutions materials 
known and weighed the 
making such judgments. Most 
the major issues social-educational 
policy are included 
spokesmen have been 
represent the various sides. The 
volume thus confronts 
paring teach well those who 
are already practitioners with the 
general educational problems which 
are the responsibility the educa- 
tional profession whole without 
respect area specialization. 
This statement does not imply that 
the educational profession ultimate 
judge but suggests the necessity for 
every educator recognize his 
responsibility for these general con- 
cerns the school. with most 
professions, educators tend over- 
emphasize their specialized profes- 
sional role and neglect their 
generalized function. This volume 
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should not only bring educators 
awareness the broad social 
considerations which underlie all 
their work but should also sensitize 
them the cruciality and profundity 
the problems involved. More than 
that, will supply them with much 
the material necessary for the 
making wise decisions. 

One the great strengths the 
book that not only treats 
significant number major issues 
but also presents necessarily 
limited way several general posi- 
tions. weakness here, however, 
that while both the general theories 
and choices with respect specific 
issues are incorporated, the two are 
not consistently brought together. 
Had they been joined regularly, 
greater insight would gained into 
both the concrete questions and the 
theories. The significance general 
theory for particular issues would 
clarified and the test consistency 
more readily applied. The value 
the volume, great is, would have 
been enhanced had the different 
conceptions the social role the 
school been carried out show their 
import for the major issues. 

Because the field the social 


foundations education draws upon 
such wide range disciplines, 
numerous difficulties are presented 
for the teacher and the student. Not 
least these the problem 
finding suitable textbook and 
collection readings. satisfactory 
textbook hard come by, and 
while fairly adequate book 
readings may somewhat easier 
find, there much room for im- 
provement here well. all 
intents and purposes combination 
excellent textual material and 
readings was nonexistent prior the 
publication the Foundations 
Education. Although difficult 
join the two types material 
one volume without sacrificing one 
the other, the authors-editors have 
succeeded maintaining balance 
within work reasonable length. 
Furthermore, the union not super- 
ficial nor mechanical but one 
which continuity between text and 
readings maintained throughout. 
This work distinctive contribu- 
tion the making intelligent 
educators, and studied the 
general public would far toward 
clarifying issues and evolving wise 
choices social-educational policy. 


Co-Authors William Stanley, Othanel Smith, and Archibald Anderson are 
Professors Education the University 


Boston University Professional Journals 
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Boston University Studies English 

The Boston University Studies English publication devoted criti- 
cism and research English and American literature. Founded 1955 
and published quarterly, edited Professor Edward Wagenknecht with 
the advice and assistance other members the department. 

far the majority the contributors BUSE have been members 
the staff Boston University, else they have been connected with the 
institution graduate students staff members, both. This indicates 
one the purposes the publication: provide outlet for the scholarly 
writing the part Boston University personnel. However, not the 
intention the publication restrict contributions Boston University 
writers desired that BUSE will take its place with PMLA, Modern 
Language Notes, American and other important scholarly journals. 
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Vacuum Educational Theory* 


BERTOCCI 


With all our debating about 
educational theory, still forget 
that our fundamental purpose 
education help human beings 
become sensitive what human 
life can be. Despite all our talk 
about person-centered education, 
lives that longer examine 
what makes life good. Thus, 
spend more time figuring out how 
manipulate our children into 
living good life than 
keeping alive them vision 
great experiments living. And 
educational mechanics never can 
substituted for what Alfred 
North Whitehead called vision 
greatness, human living. 
the good man who catches 
our imagination and challenges 
our will. 

This may trite just 
another idle, moralistic appeal 
which throws light the con- 
crete problem making every 
school day another venture 
living and learning. But, far from 
being censorious, much too 
dicament merely “moral- 
istic.” For teachers seem 
forced teach only what 
already know, frame our pro- 
jects and methods terms 
specific content have mind 
for given stage life given 
learning period. Even when 
emphasize the for 
solution problem, are 


*Reprinted permission School and 
Society, published The Society for the 
Advancement Education, Inc. 


Professor Philosophy, Graduate School, Boston University 


each coerced into dealing with 
some more less limited area 
human endeavor always some- 
thing less than the venture 
human living whole. Thus, 
find ourselves teaching our 
students think historically, 
mathematically, investigate 
this area that. And hope 
that, somehow, this will eventuate 
pattern significant living. 

Yet, what far cry there 
between architectural plan 
paper and the feeling, thought, 
and vision which vitalize the 
architect making the 
plan. Once the architect has 
provided the plan, can point 
out how one part related the 
other. But the architect made 
kind dedication and vision 
that outreaches any set plans. 
And what want produce 
not better plans, but better archi- 
tects. 

the seduction “‘the teach- 
predicament” which leads 
substitute fact and accomplish- 
ment for vision and ideal, would 
add misconception what 
makes good life good. This 
complex problem, but dare 
hint the misconception. 

good life not produced 
bridge produced, figuring 
out advance all the stress and 
strains and then proceeding 
build bit bit. The good life, 
unlike good bridge, does not 
span river that has pre-existing 
sides. Every good life begins 
one side, stretches into the air, 
and makes the other side. After 
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someone has lived this good life, 
others seek its plan, hoping 
recreate something like it. But 
unless they catch its essential 
theme, its vision, nothing they 
will will keep them from sub- 
stituting mechanical man for 
creative life. 

would develop this point 
reference two lives without 
which Western civilization un- 
thinkable. Both Socrates and 
Jesus lifted the vision men from 
where was and flung it, the 
span their own lives, new 
bank created their living. 

Socrates loved life. knew 
what place assign the rigors 
life even drank deep 
its joys. was critical analyst 
the nature goodness. Yet, 
was completely dedicated 
was never enslaved the desire 
merely live ‘‘a little longer.” 
The good man, thought, not 
always asking what “‘satisfaction” 
goodness promises. 
with all its promise, should 
risked when becomes necessary 
keep from sliding back 
some secondary and un- 
worthy goal. loved his Athens, 
his friends, and his family too 
much allow any them 
forget that loyalty the criticized 
life was what gave human life 
dignity. wanted them see 
that when human beings pity 
themselves they cut themselves 
off from the very power they 
need. lived and died not like 
the child who assumes that the 
world nursery; for him was 
arena which souls are 
created and sustained the 
vision the good their lives can 
make real. saw it, the man 
who sets himself the task shar- 


ing his best experience and insight 

with his fellowmen, the man who 
sees himself and his fellowmen 
the challenge mutual 
ment, the man free from the 
convenient goods, and prudent 
loyalties which impede the march 
toward freedom-in-fulfillment. 

What Plato and Aristotle (and 
much the Greek world and 
Western civilization) found 
Socrates has been found “writ 
large” Jesus. Jesus has been 
called the conscience Western 
civilization. That is, acted 
imperative ideal whose 
lure not destroyed the fact 
that has been neglected. Soc- 
rates drank the hemlock; Jesus 
even disciples, who should have 
understood them, stunned. For 
these still expected 
the rewards for 
added from without. They 
felt that life which led death 
must misguided. Must not the 
reward for good living more 
living, and living without stress 
How little they 
understood the spirits their 
masters! Not that Jesus Soc- 
rates would minimize either the 
evil unnecessary suffering 
the conveniences life. But the 
blazing flame and white heat 
their lives were creating, out 
the materials life, new 
quality which could not meas- 
ured terms either suffering 
convenience. They were build- 
ing new bridges, whose stress and 
strains might later studied and 
others. 

Thus, Jesus found quality 
joy his life which could not 
have stemmed from self-concern 
anxious chase for prestige 
and power. Good men, knew, 
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feel their inner fulfillment 
their spiritual vitality that they 
gratefully seek the opportunity 
sources understanding and 
strength for others. 

What lives like those Socra- 
tes and Jesus illustrate that 
worth-while living involves kind 
insecurity which creativity 
work realizing new peak 
human quality. 

such creative focus ever 
achieved the process being 
person-centered alone? must 
persons become Reality-centered? 
say Reality-centered empha- 
size fundamental attitude to- 
ward life, namely, the desire 
discover, measure, and mold one’s 
life the structure what 
ultimate the universe. 

When men believe that their 
ideals have roots beyond their 
own lives, when they believe that 
their particular creativity gives 
clue all the structure 
the universe which they live, 
then they have difficult time 
justifying either their hopes 
their vision greatness. They 
revert, many have done 
this era, describing 
what men have done and what 
the consequences have been; they 
depend what predictable! 
But, since they cannot give ade- 
quate justification their beliefs 
scientific induction, they can- 
not honestly recommend that one 
way life better than any 
other. the name science 
they plead that objective, 
but, the last analysis, unless 
they believe that this ideal 
science consistent with the 
grain reality, their appeal 
scientific method more rational 
than appeal the will God? 


Perhaps, then, vacuum 
contemporary education inade- 
quate concern about what con- 
stitutes the essence great living, 
coupled with misconception 
what makes good living good. 
Even our emphasis freedom 
not enough. For freedom without 
dedicated easily degenerates into 
irresponsibility, the monotony 
mere variety. Feeling insecure, 
and with wavering conception 
what creative living demands, 
have poured into this vacuum 
formulas such American 
way,” the free mind, the objec- 
tive spirit, and the social person- 
ality. 

Again, the good man, 
sure, should integrated. But 
what integration richest? Here 
vacuous silence, appeal 
safe mediocrity under the name 
“normal” and per- 
sonality. turned “‘under- 
personalities. But then 
tended make personality 
function 
able biological and social factors 
when, matter fact, great 
personalities stared the face 
being this, and (the creative) 
more. learned much about 
making motivation concrete, but 
then defaulted helping 
create the vacuum what con- 
stitutes the fundamental goal and 
spirit the good life, and what 
men exemplify best? 

Whenever human being and 
his society lose the perspective 
exemplified the moral, scienti- 
fic, artistic, and religious gladia- 
tors the race, they lose that 
purposeful zest for living which 
unifies creative ventures under- 
standing. 
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